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· Migration is any movement by humans from one locality to another.

· Emigration

· Immigration

· Settling

· Evolution

· Involuntary
· Push Factors of Migration

· War or other armed conflict 

· Famine or drought 

· Disease 

· Poverty 

· Political corruption 

· Disagreement with politics 

· Religious intolerance 

· Natural disasters 

· Discontent with the natives, such as frequent harassment, bullying, and abuse 

· Lack of employment opportunities 
· Pull Factors of Migration

· Higher incomes 

· Lower taxes 

· Better weather 

· Better availability of employment 

· Better medical facilities 

· Better education facilities 

· Better behaviour among people 

· Family reasons 

· Political stability 

· Religious tolerance 

· National prestige 
· Barriers to Migration

· Legal

· Natural

· Cultural (family, friends, religion)

· Financial

· Adaptation Fears

· Fears of Not Being Accepted
· Effects of Migration

· Changes in distribution of population 

· Mixing of different cultures and races 

· Demographic consequences (young on the move, leaving an aging population behind)

· Economic results
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Refugees Lesson Plan
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As a class we will discuss some reasons why populations would be forced to leave their homes, drawing from recent events.  The students will learn about the Right to Asylum by studying sections of the 1951 Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees; they will be presented with five different cases in which we will debate whether or not the Right to Asylum could be granted.  The Right to Asylum will lead into a discussion about refugee camps.  The class will identify problems (environmental and human) in setting up a refugee camp.

Lesson:

1. Handout summaries of religion conflict presentations.  Read the handout “Religion can Provide….”  Ask: although these quotes are taken from different religions, they each share the same message- what is it?  Spend 30 seconds thinking, then turn to a partner and discuss.  Open it up for classroom discussion.  Next question: we see that religion played a part in conflict even though the universal message is to promote human rights and peace based on love rather than hate.  Why do these conflicts occur? Write down your ideas, then after a minute, share with your partner.  Classroom discussion.  Other than avoiding conflict, why is it important to understand the religious traditions of others? (5-10 minutes)

2. Introduction to refugees (good lead in….many people who fear persecution because of religious beliefs must leave their homeland…..why else?).

3. Talk about Right to Asylum, then read together 1951 Convention (5 minutes).  

4.  Students will be given 20 minutes to read over handout and in groups of three or four, they will discuss whether or not the individuals have the right to Asylum.  We will take up a couple of the cases as a class (25 minutes).  Students will be asked to write reasons for their decisions in each case.

5. Problems in setting up a refugee camp: read excerpts and have the students identify (on their chart) some of the problems, environmental and human.  Once problems are identified, they are to come up with possible solutions that they can begin doing in class- they will do the rest for homework.

Refugees 
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Kuwait
Singapore
Belgium
Japan
Iceland

Uruguay

Israel

Source: Fellmann et al., Appendix B, pp. 537-542.

Most urbanized

100%
100%
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95%
92%
91%
90%

Burundi
Nepal
Ethiopia
Uganda
Nigeria
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Sudan
India

Least urbanized
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9%
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15%
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17%
27%
28%




· Refugees are those seeking asylum in a foreign country in order to escape persecution, war, terrorism, extreme poverty, famines, and natural disaster.

· United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) protects and supports refugees at the request of a government or the United Nations and assists in their return or resettlement.
· According to the UN Declaration of Human Rights, refugees are people who cross the border of their country and enter another country.

· Some people have to leave their homes, but are not able to cross a border – these people are identified as Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs).
· Why people become refugees:

· War (Inter-country or Intra-country)

· Natural Disasters

· Famine

· Economic reasons

· Political reasons

· These people actually have a specific name within refugee law and are called “asylees”

· Environmental reasons

· Global warming altering the landscape
· Where are refugees from?

· Refugees have come from all around the globe

· Africa

· Asia

· Latin America

· Europe

· North America

· Today, the majority of refugees are from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe.

· Where are refugees from?
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· Where do refugees go?
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· UNHCR estimates over 17,000,000 refugees worldwide.

· However, the true number is probably greater than this because many are not identified by international agencies.

· US Committee for Refugees estimates that over 7 million refugees are in camps – so millions have no shelter or protection at all!

· Famous Refugees

· Georg & Maria von Trapp

· Madeleine Albright

· Henry Kissinger

· H.E. The Rt. Hon. Michaëlle Jean

· Vladimir Lenin 

· Karl Marx 

· Sigmund Freud 

· H.H. The Dalai Lama

· Anne Frank

· Victor Hugo

· Albert Einstein

Refugees in Canada

· From 1995 to 2004 Canada welcomed more than 2.1 million immigrants.  
· This included 265,685 (12% of the whole) refugees granted permanent residence.

· Refugee protection was not part of Canadian law until 1978.

· Early immigration policy discriminated by race: 
· British and northern Europeans were encouraged to immigrate whereas...
· Chinese immigrants had to pay a Head Tax ($500 in 1903)
· Asians and others deemed undesirable were excluded by the "continuous passage" policy – immigrants had to come to Canada directly from their country of origin
· Immigration Department used its discretion to discourage Black immigrants.
· South Asians came to Vancouver on the ship the Komagatu Maru in 1914 to test the "continuous journey” policy.  Indian immigrants left from Hong Kong but ship made a stop in Japan.  All but 24 were refused entry (couldn’t pay the head tax).  The boat stayed off shore for 2 months waiting appeals but was finally returned to Calcutta… 20 people died en route.
· In the 1930s and 1940s, thousands of European Jews tried to flee Nazi Germany.

· Motivated by anti-semitism, the Canadian government used its discretion to exclude Jews. 
· 1951: The Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees defined who was a refugee and their right to legal protection and assistance from those states who signed.

· A refugee is any person who "owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable to, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country…"

· The 1951 convention was limited to protecting the approximately 50 million European refugees after World War II – many countries interpret it differently.  (Are women and homosexuals protected when fleeing persecution as “members of a particular social group”? In Canada, yes.)
· 1978 was first time an Immigration Act included a humanitarian category for refugees needing protection and resettlement. 

· 1986: UN awarded the Nansen Medal to the Canadian people in "recognition of their major and sustained contribution to the cause of refugees".
· April 4, 1985: Supreme Court rules the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms protects the basic rights and freedoms of refugee claimants in Canada.  Known as the Singh decision, this Supreme Court decision declared that refugee claimants are entitled to basic standards of rights protection.  April 4 is annually commemorated by Canadian refugee supporters as “Refugee Rights Day”.
· 1988 Immigration and Refugee Board created to hear refugee claims.
· Relative to other countries, Canada has earned a reputation as a leader  with some POSITIVE ELEMENTS: 

· an independent expert tribunal, with excellent documentation

· gender guidelines

· minimal detention of refugee claimants 

· an active resettlement program

· Still, as of 2005, more than 12,000 refugees overseas are waiting for a decision:

· Refugees sponsored in 2005 may not even be interviewed until 2008

· Private sponsors in Canada lose hope

· Other developed countries have much more strict policies (how many, from where, what happens once they’re there)

· US “feet dry” policy (Haiti, Cuba)

· US Muslim appearance and treatment (Maher Arar)
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The Right to Asylum 


Imagine that you are a UNHCR Protection Officer. The following individuals appear in front of you asking for protection. You have to decide whether or not they are refugees. Your decision will determine whether they are granted asylum or sent back to their country of origin. Explain your decisions in terms of Article 1, section A and F, of the 1951 Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. It is also worth considering Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. (see below) 

1) Mr. H 
Mr. H, a farmer with no political opinions, belonged to an ethnic minority in Magnolia. Many members of this ethnic group wanted their own independent state. In support of their ideas, certain members of the minority engaged in guerrilla activities. Due to his ethnic origin, Mr. H was threatened by some of his neighbours belonging to the ethnic majority. The local police simply turned a blind eye to these incidents. In addition, Mr. H. received threats from extremist members of his own ethnic group who blamed him for not taking their side. Eventually, Mr. H. obtained a passport and left his country of origin. He is now requesting asylum in Ruritania. 

2) Ms. Q 
For the past two years, Zania has been ruled by a military regime. The country’s parliament has been dismissed and all laws are made by decree. As part of an ambitious plan to employ all able-bodied working men, the government orders all women to leave their jobs and remain in their homes. Women who disobey this decree will be severely punished. Ms. Q, a doctor, had to abandon her profession. Thanks to a missionary, Ms. Q. obtained a false passport and escaped the country. She is now requesting asylum in Ruritania. 

3) Mr. C 
Mr. C, a soldier in Magnolia, executed twenty prisoners of war. He claims that he was following his superior officer’s orders. He did so fearing that he might be punished if he had not complied with the order. A common punishment in this case would be demotion and even detention. He is now wracked by remorse. Mr. C expects to receive a very long prison term if he returns to Magnolia. He left Magnolia without permission and is now seeking asylum in Ruritania. 

4) Mr. R 
As a member of a group opposed to the governing regime of his country, Mr. R. secretly distributed pamphlets in the factory where he worked. The pamphlets called for an uprising of the people against the regime. He was discovered, arrested and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. In prison, he was repeatedly tortured by government agents. After two years, he managed to escape; however, during his escape he wounded one of the prison guards. As a result, the guard was left permanently paralyzed. After a long and complicated journey, Mr. R. managed to leave his country and request asylum in Ruritania. 

5) Ms. F 
Ms. F. is a citizen of Magnolia. She has been suffering from a serious disease for the past three months. Her doctor believes that she only has a few more months left to live. Her only hope is a new, but very expensive, medical treatment. Unfortunately, Ms. F is very poor. In addition, the Magnolian government has suspended all free health care services. All citizens are now required to pay the full cost of their medical care. Ms. F. will never be able to afford the treatment that she needs to survive. However, in neighbouring Ruritania, health care is still subsidized by the government. If Ms. F. is allowed into Ruritania, she is guaranteed free health care. With the help of a friend, Ms. F. travels to the Ruritanian border and applies for refugee status. She claims that she will not survive if she remains in Magnolia. 


1951 Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees 

Article 1: Definition of the term refugee 
A. (2) ...owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return. 

F. The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to a person with respect to whom there are serious reasons for considering that: 

(a) he has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity, as defined in the international instruments drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes 

(b) he has committed a serious non-political crime outside the country of refuge prior to his admission to that country as a refugee 

(c) he has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 


Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Article 14 
1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.
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Problems in the Camps 


You are part of an emergency advisory team that must take immediate action to set up a well-running camp.  Consider the immediate survival needs of the refugees as well as the more general social and environmental problems that may arise later.  Identify specific problems and possible solutions to this situation.

Introduction

Fergal Keane was a BBC journalist who was stationed in Africa during 1994. When the

Rwandan massacres began to occur, he traveled there to investigate the situation. He later wrote of his trip in a book called Season of Blood: A Rwandan Journey, published in 1996 by Penguin Books.

This excerpt tells of a visit to Benaco that he made in search of Nyarabuye, an individual who was known to have massacred Tutsis in Rwanda before fleeing to Tanzania. Later in the chapter, he describes finding Nyarabuye, who was flourishing in the camp.

Chapter Five:  A Servant of the People
The smoke from the fires of Benaco found us long before we saw the camp. I suddenly found myself rubbing my eyes and beginning to cough as the fumes from unseen fires filled the air. On either side of the roadway the countryside had been stripped bare of vegetation. Only the yellow savannah grass remained and the stumps of trees that had been hacked down as the waves of refugees moved across the land in search of a safe haven inside Tanzania. Some 250,000 people were known to have travelled down this road in a single day. Many thousands more had come in the weeks since the president's plane had crashed. Most were Hutus fleeing the advancing army of the RPF, but there were scattered groups of Tutsis, some of them posing as Hutus in order to save their lives. Already stories were filtering out of the camps about the murder of Tutsis who had been exposed by their neighbours. The UN and the international aid agencies had established a series of camps around the area of Ngara, and it was here that Sylvestre Gacumbitsi and numerous others accused of complicity in the genocide had found sanctuary. They were being housed and fed by the international community and were allowed, according to every eyewitness report, to organize their people as they saw fit within the confines of the camps. We had heard from several sources that Gacumbitsi was somewhere in the system

of camps, but nobody knew precisely where.

As we came closer and closer, the air thickened and became foggy. Long lines of women and children filed along the roadway. The women carried piles of firewood stacked high on their heads. Beside them children struggled with branches and twigs that scratched along the ground, causing trails of dust to rise up behind them. I rolled down the window and heard a growing murmur of voices. It swelled as we drove to the top of the hill, until the sound resembled a great swarm of bees, into which had been mixed the noise of car horns and growling lorries. At the top of the hill we pulled in to the side of the road and I found myself looking down on the UN refugee camp at Benaco, the latest receptacle for the displaced of Rwanda. From the hillside the camp spread out before us in the dusk like a ragged flag. There were patches of white where the UN had erected feeding stations, innumerable squares of blue where plastic huts had been erected, and moving between and around them a great mass of brown figures. From my vantage point on the roadway the camp seemed to be a place of incessant movement. In the middle here was a main pathway, along which thousands of people were moving up and down in an orderly line. As we drove down a track towards the UN main compound I noticed that the crowds were moving to and from a lake. They carried water buckets, pails, plastic bags, anything that could be filled.

I had never seen so many people crowded into one place. The air was by now thick with smoke; my lungs began to heave, and I coughed constantly. Down in the heart of the camp, the noise that had seemed murmur from afar had become a loud, declamatory roll that rose above the refugees and hung in the air with the smoke and the smell of displaced people. Until a few weeks ago these people had lived and worked in Rwanda. They were farmers, businessmen, teachers — an entire society transplanted on to Tanzanian soil. We followed the crowds down to the shores of the lake. As we came closer, the crowds thickened and voices shouted and argued. The people were heading in the direction of a pump, from which the nightly water supply for cooking and cleaning was being distributed. I got out of the car and followed Tony and Glenn into the crowds. People pressed in around us and we began to slip on the mud. There were children scrambling to hold on to the hands of their parents and other, older ones who weaved in and around the adults. The people were completely indifferent to our presence. The camp had been a focus of media attention for several weeks now, and the refugees had become accustomed to the presence of camera crews. There were fierce arguments among the refugees as they pushed to get to the pump. I saw a man punch the man ahead of him in the queue. They began to jostle and slide on the mud until another, powerfully built refugee struck them both on the shoulders with a stick. They stopped fighting and scowled at the man who had intervened. Mingling with the woodsmoke was the nauseating smell of overcrowding: sweat, excrement, smoke and damp clothes. The people at Benaco were in a state of wretched poverty dependent on food handouts from the international community. They lived in plastic huts without sanitation, having lost their homes and land. Yet, as I moved among them, witnessing the squalor and desolation, I could not shut out the memory of Nyarabuye or the knowledge that among these huge crowds were thousands of people who had taken part in the genocide. 

Case Study: Rwandese Refugees in Tanzania, May 1994
On the 28th of April, only three weeks after the fighting began, the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that some 200,000 refugees were crossing the

border into Tanzania and called on international agencies to assist in supporting them. Doctors

Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) sent a two-person team (a logistician and a

doctor) to evaluate the situation. They described the situation they found as follows.

Excerpt from the MSF Team Report:

The people arriving are on foot, exhausted, and carrying only a few belongings. Among

them are many women and children. Small groups of unaccompanied children are

walking around the camp and new refugees are arriving daily according to the UNHCR.

People living in the same area in Rwanda are organizing themselves into communes and

spontaneously settling down at the foot of a mountain called Benaco where there is a

small lake from which they collect water. Many have started to build shelters with local

materials, and since trees are being cut down on a massive scale, wood is becoming

scarce.

Villages or other human settlements are some 10 km away. The area seems to be fertile

agricultural land recently harvested. The rainy season is expected to start in a few weeks.

The major health concerns are the high incidences of HIV and tuberculosis in the

Rwandan population. Furthermore, camps of one million Rwandans in Goma, Zaire, are

reporting the first cases of cholera. Many people in the settlement complain about fever

with joint pain, diarrhea and quite a number are observed coughing. Community leaders

have pointed out that there are some health workers among the refugees.
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BENACO PROBLEM/SOLUTION WORKSHEET

Work as a group to identify potential problems in setting up the Benaco refugee camp. Then, propose some solutions to those problems.

	PROBLEMS
	SOLUTIONS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


BENACO PROBLEM/SOLUTION WORKSHEET

SUGGESTED ANSWERS

Below are some possible problems in the establishment of the refugee camp and their solutions.

	PROBLEMS
	SOLUTIONS

	Wood is becoming scarce.
	Bring in tents or distribute plastic sheeting for shelter.



	There is not enough water for all needs.
	Investigate the digging of wells and the construction of more pumps.



	Some refugees have diarrhea.
	Test for the quality of the water

Test for the presence of cholera.



	The rainy season is about to start.
	Dig trenches for drainage.



	Disease control
	Make a health survey of the camp.

Ensure that there is sufficient medicine.



	Sanitation
	Check that there are sufficient numbers of latrines.

Design posters on good hygiene.



	Food must get to the refugees.
	Establish a distribution system for food— individual registration cards or by family grouping. Clan or village leaders may be enlisted to organize.



Design Your Own Refugee Camp
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· Let us assume that this section of the camp will initially contain 120 refugees. Several factors should be taken into account in deciding how the facilities and shelters will be located:

· Space required per person

· Accessibility of services

· Minimum distance required between facilities and shelters

· Cultural habits and social organization of the refugee population (clans and extended families)

· Ethnic and security factors, relationships among different sections/members of the community, etc.

· Since there is a lot of details to cover, individual students may want to take on the role of various experts to make sure that all functions are covered:

· Sanitation

· Water

· Housing

· Food supply

· and other issues!

· Begin by listing all of the facilities required.
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Myths & Misconceptions
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About Refugees & Immigrants in Canada 

Myth #1: Canada receives more than its share of refugees 

In fact ..... 

- Many other Western countries receive more refugee claimants than Canada, both in absolute numbers and per capita. Year after year, Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States have each received more refugee claims than Canada.  Germany, the Netherlands and Switzerland are 3 countries with more refugee claims per capita than Canada in 1998.
- The majority of the world's refugees come from - and remain in - countries of the South. The following countries have each been hosting over a quarter of a million uprooted people: Congo/Zaire, Ethiopia, Guinea, Sudan, Tanzania, Azerbaijan, Germany, Russian Federation, Yugoslavia, United States, China, Gaza Strip, Iran, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, India, Pakistan. The equivalent figure for Canada was 48,800.

- The number of refugees Canada accepts each year is less than a tenth of 1% of our population. 
  

Myth #2: Almost everyone who makes a refugee claim in Canada is accepted and those who are refused have innumerable appeals. 

In fact ..... 

- Less than half of refugee claimants are granted refugee status. In 1998 44% of refugee claims were accepted. The average acceptance rate over the last 5 years (1994-1998) was 48%. 

- Despite the fact that refugee determination deals with matters of life and liberty, there is in fact no appeal on the merits for refused claimants. Review by the Federal Court is limited in scope and few claimants are even given permission to be heard by the court. There is a risk review, but it is very narrow and rejects over 95% of applicants. 
  
Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 14

Myth #3: Refugee claimants can prolong their stay in Canada indefinitely because of government red tape. 

In fact ..... 

- There is very little a refused refugee claimant can do to delay removal. Even an application for humanitarian consideration does not postpone removal. 

- Over 5,000 refused refugee claimants were removed from Canada in 1998. Many other claimants left voluntarily. 
  

Myth #4: Refugees who come to Canada using false documents are bogus refugees. 

In fact ..... 

- For many refugees fleeing persecution or death, a false travel document is the only means of escape. Often governments refuse to issue passports to known political dissidents - or imprison them if they apply. The fact that a claimant uses a false travel document tells us nothing about whether the person is a refugee or not. 

- Because refugees often cannot obtain all the necessary papers, international law prohibits governments from penalizing refugees who use false documents. 

- Most governments, including the Canadian, require travellers to have visas, creating an enormous obstacle for refugees trying to escape persecution. The more governments put up measures to stop people travelling to their territory, the more refugees are forced to use false documents and turn to smugglers to help them escape. 
  

Myth #5: Refugee claimants in Canada are less deserving than refugees abroad and Canada should therefore close its borders and only select refugees overseas. 

In fact ..... 

- All refugees are people who have been forced to flee their homes by human rights abuses and all deserve the chance to start a new life. To say that some are less deserving than others is to say that some human beings are of less value than others. 

- Canada has specific obligations towards any refugees on Canadian territory. Sending refugees back to persecution would violate international human rights standards. 

- Canada could resettle more refugees from abroad, while still respecting the rights of refugees who make a claim here. 

[image: image110.wmf]Canada’s Refugee Policy
Refugees are a part of Canada.  Explain.

How were Canada’s immigration policies discriminatory in the past?

Komagatu Maru and the continuous journey policy

The Geneva Convention, 1951

1979 New Canadian Immigration Act

The Singh Decision

How is Canada a leader in refugee protection?

Journey of Hope
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1. What are some conditions that force people to leave their homes?

2. Make notes on the conditions of the camps (are they nice places to live?)

3. What are the roles of the UNHCR (United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees)?

4. What kinds of problems do refugees face in their place of asylum?

5. What were the places of origin for refugees after WWII? What about now?

Urbanization 
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· What causes urbanization?

· Is urbanization a permanent situation?

· What can be done to combat urbanization?

· Urbanization is the movement of people up the urban hierarchy.

hamlet → village → town → suburb → city → metropolis
· Definitions of “urban centres” vary around the world

· Canada: places of 1000 or more inhabitants having a population density of 400 or more per square km

· Portugal: Agglomerations of 10,000 or more inhabitants

· Norway: localities of 200 or more inhabitants

· Botswana: agglomerations of 5000 or more inhabitants where 75% of the economic activity is of the non-agricultural type

· Israel: All settlements of more than 2000 inhabitants, except those where at least one-third of the heads of household, participating in the civilian labour force, earn their living from agriculture
· Timeline

· Timeline

· <1800s:  2% of the population lived in cities

· 4000 BC in Mesopotamia and along the Nile and Yellow

· Settlements were centres for merchants along trade routes

· 1800s:  Industrial Revolution

· In Europe and North America, technological advancement (steam engine) led to large-scale manufacturing, requiring large labour force

· 1950s: 30% lived in cities worldwide

· Cities doubling in size in just 20 years
· Today: 50% live in cities worldwide

· Highest growth rates are now in the developing world

· By 2025: 86% of the population will live in cities
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1950

1. [image: image115.wmf]New York 12.3 mn

2. London 9 mn

3. Tokyo 7 mn

4. Paris 5 mn

· 180,000 people move into cities each day. 

· 60 million people move into cities each year in developing countries.  

· Over the next 15 to 20 years, many cities in Africa and Asia will double in size.

· Why urbanization?

· reduced need for farm labour due to farm modernization 

· due to increased education levels, increased capital investment, and a switch from small-scale subsistence to large-scale commercial farming

· improvements in mobility

· due to increased vehicle ownership 

· expansion of highway network 

· increase in distance people willing to travel 

· reduced willingness to purchase local goods & services 

· more people going to higher order centres to make purchases

· consolidation of goods & services

· relocation of establishments to higher order central places 

· necessity of travelling to higher order places 

· more people permanently moving to higher order places

POSITIVE ASPECTS

· Economic Activity

· Proximity to goods and services

· Health care

· Entertainment

NEGATIVE ASPECTS

· Crime

· Land use problems

· Congestion

· Pollution: air, water, noise

· Positive Consequences

· Economic

· More specialized goods and services readily available

· Educated labour force

· Financial services

· Accumulation of capital

· Emergency Services

· Available more quickly

· Infrastructure

· Easier (and cheaper!) to provide water, sewer, waste services

· Education

· Negative Consequences

· Housing

· 100 million people worldwide are homeless and up to a billion may be living in inadequate housing

· Health

· the urban poor are at greater risk than anyone else in the world – infections and diseases spread rapidly in cities

· Pollution

· air pollution from cars, cooking, heating, and industry can be deadly;  solid waste piling up;  noise pollution; …. 
· e.g., lead poisoning caused by vehicle emissions though to be the cause of 140 000 children requiring remedial education and hypertension in 46 000 adults
· Safety and Crime

· urban violence is not the monopoly of any single region: it has increased all over the world over the past two decades
· as neighbourhoods change and don’t revitalize, they begin to be abandoned by the higher income groups… the area becomes a run-down pocket of poverty.
· UNDP Urban Strategy

· Increasing SHELTER from the urban poor.

· Provision of basic urban services such as EDUCATION, primary HEALTH CARE, CLEAN WATER and SANITATION.

· Improving women’s access to BASIC SERVICES and government facilities.

· Upgrading ENERGY use and alternative TRANSPORT systems.

· Reducing air POLLUTION.

· Counter-Urbanization

· Government decentralization

· Desire to live in the country

· Security, health, “community”

· “Back to Nature” (and away from technology)

· Telecommuting

· Mobility of goods (higher order goods are more readily accessible)

· Cheaper land, houses

· Types of people living in rural areas


· Newcomers - retain ties to urban core, younger, well educated, well off, managers/professionals

· Homecomers - young families returning to provide rural upbringing to children

· Ruralites - never lived in urban core

	Dates
	Innovation
	Result
	Spatial Implication

	1770 - 1830 
	Wind & Water Power 
	Industrialization 
	Concentration 

	1830 - 1880 
	Steam Power 
	Transportation Corridors 
	Concentration 

	1880 - 1940 
	Mechanization 
	Fordist Assembly Line 
	Concentration 

	1940 - 1990 
	Electronics 
	Just-in-Time Manufacturing 
	Decentralized Concentration 

	1990 - Present 
	Information Technology
	Growth in Service Sector 
	Deconcentration
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City Profiles
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The city profiles provided give information about the economic, social, and environmental characteristics of some selected cities.  Your task is to identify information in the articles pertaining to each of the three characteristics.  To help you organize your information, you should create a chart with the following headings: 
                                                  (characteristics/problems)
CITY


ECONOMIC

SOCIAL

ENVIRONMENAL

Abidjan

Jakarta

Paris

etc.

[Hint: an example of a social problem is inadequate housing.  Economic could be the type of industry that drives the city]

What is common among the three characteristics in most or all of the countries?  Are there any differences between cities in developed and developing countries?  
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
[image: image13.png]



Originally a coastal fishing village, Abidjan was settled by French colonists at the turn of the century and by 1934 it had been designated the capital of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast in English). Two decades later, Abidjan welcomed the completion of the Vridi Canal which connected the city on the lagoon to the Atlantic Ocean, and secured Abidjan's place as a commercial and trading centre. This new economic opportunity also sparked a surge in population from 17,000 in 1934 to 59,000 in 1950. 
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A middle income developing country, Côte d’Ivoire has achieved growth as a result of the high prices of its main export crops: coffee, cocoa, and timber. However, a global decline in the prices of these crops and the severe drought of 1982-1984 sent the economy into shock. This agriculturally-dependent economy has made some efforts to diversify, yet 75% of the export earnings continue to employ 60% of the workforce. 
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Unlike many other African cities, the 2.8 million inhabitants of Abidjan have benefited from an urban master plan. Nonetheless, the thriving economy of this modern city has been overwhelmed by in-migration from rural areas and less prosperous neighboring countries. 
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Most of Abidjan has a well-developed network of roads that are generally in good condition, including a strong public transportation system and a modern airport. However, despite government efforts, housing remains a critical problem in Abidjan, with an estimated 200,000 additional people needing housing each year. 
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The city is located on the top of a large and deep aquifer which has provided Abidjan with a adequate water supply system. However, the Ebrie Lagoon is becoming increasingly polluted due to discharge of industrial effluents and the pumping of organic sewage. While Abidjan is considered to have the best sewage and drainage system in West Africa, the system has not kept pace with the city’s growth. 
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Despite the total increase in health standards which have resulted in longer life expectancy and lower infant mortality, Abidjan is plagued with numerous health problems, namely guinea- worm and diarrheal diseases (a direct result of a poor sewage system), respiratory infections, measles and malnutrition. There is also a growing concern over acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). 
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In a further attempt to reduce pressure on Abidjan, a program of political decentralization was begun in the early 1980’s. It included the creation of a network of medium-sized towns to help attract young people away from cities. It also led to the 1983 decision to relocate the capital of Côte d’Ivoire to Yamoussoukrou. Although no longer serving as the nation’s capital, Abidjan remains Côte d’Ivoire’s cultural and commercial hub.

Mumbai, India
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[image: image117.wmf]The major industrial and financial centre and the most populous city in India, Mumbai (formerly known as Bombay) traces its roots to the small settlement of the East India Company. After it ceded to the British crown in 1661, little growth was witnessed until the development of a stimulating economic environment in the nineteenth century. Factors that spurred the growth of Bombay include: the development of foreign shipping services to exploit its location on the Arabian Sea; the extension of a railway line to the cotton-growing areas in the hinterland of Bombay in the 1860's; and the boost in cotton prices as a result of shortages caused by the American Civil War. This economic growth resulted in an increase of population from only 10,000 in 1661 to 644,400 in 1872. 
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Conditions such as famine in the country side and epidemics in the city have created an unbalanced demographic profile throughout the city's history. The 1990 United Nations population estimate for the urban agglomeration of Bombay was 12.2 million, making it the sixth largest city in the world. 
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The economy in Bombay is rooted in a mixture of light and medium engineering industries, as compared with heavy engineering found in Calcutta. Other manufacturing activities in Bombay include: oil refining and petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, publishing, tobacco, leather, timber, ceramics and jewelry. 
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Bombay is considered the most congested of any city in India. The 1981 census estimated that 2.8 million people lived in slums or near-slums. In spite of several programmes, the slums in Bombay continue to grow with the rapid increase in population. Slums have encroached on private and public land and overwhelmed all attempts at providing services.
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The water supply situation in Bombay is critical, with the level of supply so much below demand that water use is restricted and reaches emergency proportions when the monsoon fails. Bombay is also one of the noisiest cities in the world and suffers from serious air pollution, both from noxious industries and automobile emissions. Despite a substantial public transport system, congestion in the metropolitan area continues. More than 2 million Bombay residents have no sanitary facilities, and most sewage collected in Bombay is discharged untreated or partially treated into creeks or coastal waters. Attempts have been made to relocate industries outside the island city, but industrial pollution remains a serious problem.

 Jakarta, Indonesia
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The Dutch East India Company arrived in Java in the late sixteenth century and constructed a walled city, Batavia, near Jakarta Bay which served Dutch trading activities for the next three centuries. The Dutch altered the cultural and ethnic fabric of Jakarta by bringing in non-Javanese slaves from present day Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Japan, who were followed by migrants from Europe, Arabia, India, and China. The Dutch began building infrastructure, beginning with a series of canals and urban railways. 


[image: image36.png]


Jakarta was occupied by Japanese forces in 1942, and in 1945, after independence, it was chosen as the capital city of Indonesia. United Nations estimates put the 1995 population of Jakarta at 11.5 million people, a dramatic increase from only 530,000 in 1930. 


Since the colonial period, Jakarta inhabitants have been engaged in non-agrarian activities and thus depend on imports for 94% of their food supply. Trade is the most important economic activity, while industries have had some difficulties growing in Jakarta compared to many other Asian cities.


Housing is considered to be one of the most serious problems in Jakarta due to the rapid population growth and the need to constantly replace temporary housing. Jakarta has an annual demand of approximately 200,000 units. The government has addressed this problem with programs like the Kampung Improvement Program, which seeks to improve public facilities such as water supplies, communal bathing and shower facilities, and roads. 
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The current piped system of drinking water is ineffective, therefore, 80% of Jakarta inhabitants use the underground water which has become steadily depleted. In low-lying North Jakarta, groundwater depletion has caused serious land subsidence, making the area more vulnerable to flooding and allowing sea water from the Java Sea to seep into the coastal aquifers. 
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Jakarta's environment has been deteriorating rapidly due greatly to the lack of a waterborne sewerage system. Furthermore, private transportation has increased faster than any other transport mode and calls for large investments of capital and scarce land to accommodate its growth. 


In 1970 the Governor of Jakarta declared the "city closed." This policy continues to take effect, and requires all migrants into the city to produce identification, disclose their destination and guarantee their departure from the city. At the same time, squatter areas have been cleared, and random identity checks implemented. 
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In addition to discouraging migrants from coming to Jakarta, the Government sought to deal with the central city's population surplus through transmigration. A program of decentralization aimed to channel new residents, industries and office complexes towards the east and west, where the environment was more conducive to growth.

Paris, France
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[image: image119.emf]When Cole Porter, the famous American song writer, wrote that he loved Paris, he spoke for many artists of his generation and other visitors who visit Paris from all over the world.
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The capital of France, Paris is located in the north-central part of the country. It is situated on both sides of the Seine river, and is a 2,000 year old city founded by a Gallic tribe known as the Parisii. Conquered by Romans and then the Gaul, it was eventually established as the capital of France in 987.
[image: image43.png]



[image: image44.png]


Paris has become the political, commercial, industrial, cultural and social center of France. It is also one of the main tourist attractions in Europe based in part because of its beauty and intellectual life which has attracted writers and artists for centuries.
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The population of Paris grew rapidly until the Second World War when it reached 1.2 million. While France grew relatively slowly, Paris continued to grow and reached 2.15 million in 1990. Like many large cosmopolitan cities, a survey in 1962 showed that two out of three residents of Paris had been born elsewhere, and came to the city later.
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It is not only the center of the principle river basin of France and one of the most fertile agricultural regions, it is also the chief industrial and commercial city, the center of international trade as well as the bank and insurance headquarters of the country.
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The central government contributes more than half of the city revenues, including financing for school, sewers and day care centers. The state also finances public hospitals and welfare costs and as much as 10% of the city budget is devotes to sanitation. Business and tourist streets are cleared twice daily.
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Public transport is organized so well that one is rarely more than 600 meters from a Metro (Subway) Station but is now struggling to services suburbs as well. If this is done successfully it would help reduce traffic congestion in the city.
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There is, like in many large cities, a lack of affordable housing and the city has its problems with the homeless. But the government does provide some shelter for the homeless: up to 15,000 homeless persons are permitted to live for up to six months in 60 government-run or private shelters where they receive medical care and job training.

Toronto, Canada
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Toronto is the commercial and financial hub of Canada. With the greatest percentage of the nation's population, Toronto is situated on the northwest shore of Lake Ontario. The central area of downtown Toronto is the predominant centre consisting of major government, financial, medical, and educational services. The population of the urban agglomeration of Toronto grew from 1.1 million in 1950 to 4.5 million in 1995. The population of the City of Toronto appears to be decreasing now, while the outer municipalities are gaining residents.
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After the Second World War up to the mid-1970's, the Toronto region experienced rapid population growth which coincided with post-war prosperity and high levels of in- migration from throughout Canada and around the world. It is this in-migration from people outside of Canada and Natives within, that has created a mosaic of cultures, religions, and flavours within the city. Toronto celebrates the heritage of its citizens with frequent festivals and cultural expositions from all parts of the world. One such celebration is the Caribana Parade which unites all the people of Toronto in a downtown street party of over a million, to music, dance, and costume in appreciation and indulgence of the Caribbean culture. The ethnic diversity of the city is also displayed in numerous cultural organizations and educational opportunities.
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Due to its diversified economy, Toronto has one of the strongest regional economies in Canada, with a low 1988 unemployment rate of 5.5%. 
[image: image60.png]



[image: image61.png]


The Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto has been credited with having contributed substantially to shaping Toronto into one of the most effectively planned metropolitan areas in North America. Major achievements have included a strong and diversified industrial base, a successful mass transit system providing 70% of trips to an enlarged central area, concentration of office employment near subway stations, and provision of housing for an additional 1 million residents. In addition, the road system has been upgraded to serve industrial and commercial employment throughout the metropolitan area, and effective water supply and sewage systems exist. 
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Despite a generally high standard of living, Toronto will be facing a number of problems. Youth unemployment, traffic congestion, rent increases and homelessness, and the desperate need for waste disposal challenge Toronto's future.

Tokyo, Japan
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Known as Edo until 1868, Tokyo is a coastal city with an intricate history. In 1457, Edo Castle was constructed and in 1603 it became the seat of the Tokugawa Shogunate. Under the Tokugawas, the city was constructed in order to profit from the natural waterways that serve as transportation canals. By the early 1700's, the population of Tokyo was already estimated at 1.2 million, while the population of London and Paris was 650,000 and 500,000 respectively. In 1868, with the overthrow of the Tokugawas and the beginning of the Meiji era, Edo became capital of Japan under a new name, Tokyo, which means "Capital of the East".
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At the beginning of the Second World War, after intensive modernization, Tokyo had a population of 7.4 million, despite the Great Earthquake of 1923. In 1950 the population was 6.9 million and doubled to 16.5 million in 1970. In 1995, the estimated population of the urban agglomeration was 26.8 million.
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Tokyo has a concentration of light manufacturing but also produces goods which require a sizable workforce, such as electrical products, cameras and automobiles. Most establishments, however, are small shops with fewer than 30 workers. 
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Tokyo serves as a wholesaling and distribution centre for surrounding areas, and is also the chief financial centre of Japan. Tokyo houses many domestic and international corporate headquarters. 
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After the Second World War, Tokyo experienced a large housing demand which it could not satisfy. The 1970's and 1980's witnessed a surge in construction of multistory condominiums intended for sale. However, the prices soared making them inaccessible and unable to meet the needs of the city.


Though Tokyo, like other major cities, suffers from traffic congestion, the main congestion is on the public system during peak hours. The major method of transportation in Tokyo is the dense network of electric railways, subways, and bus lines, which keeps pollution from cars relatively low. 
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Water is supplied by aqueduct systems to the metropolitan area. Local waterworks and private industrial and residential systems supplement the municipal water supply. The main sources of water are the Tama and Tone-Edo rivers and three reservoirs. However, in order to meet increasing demand, additional dams have been built on nearby rivers, which is causing the eastern lowlands area to subside.
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The rapid growth of the metropolitan area stressed the sewage system which in turn resulted in the decrease of water quality. However, since the 1960's, sewage systems have improved and refuse is now incinerated, recycled or reused. 
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Periodically, there have been proposals to relocate the nation's capital away from Tokyo in an effort to decentralize. However, to date none have come close to implementation.

Tehran, Iran
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The capital city of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Tehran began as a small city of 15,000 inhabitants in 1788. Since then, the population of Tehran has steadily increased due to the growth of government administration and industrial firms, as well as in-migration of people from other cities and rural areas seeking employment.
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The population of the urban centre grew from 1.04 million in 1950 to an estimated 6.8 million in 1995. 
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Tehran is an important industrial and commercial centre. As of 1988, more than half of the manufactured goods of the Islamic Republic of Iran were produced in Tehran. Industrial plants manufacture such items as textiles, cements, sugar, china and pottery, electrical equipment and pharmaceuticals. There is also an automobile assembly industry. Government administration is an important source of employment. According to the 1986 census, 45.6% of wage and salary earners were in the public sector. 
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After the 1979 revolution and during the war between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq, industrial development and construction works in the city slowed considerably and resulted in lower in-migration.
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The rapid growth of the city has resulted in housing shortages, pollution and traffic congestion. In recent years, air pollution in Tehran has emerged as an area of serious concern. The greatest percentage of air pollution comes from private automobile emissions. 
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In order to alleviate the increasing problems of urban transport and associated air pollution, the Municipality of Tehran has initiated a number of efforts, namely a trolley bus system, the implementation of separate bus lanes to increase efficiency, trucking restrictions, multi-story parking structures, the opening of the metro system, and an electronic traffic control system. 
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Tehran currently suffers from an inadequate supply of water to meet the needs of the expanding city. Likewise, the provision of sewage facilities remains unsatisfactory to the demand, and most human waste is discharged untreated into the ground or watercourse, increasing the hazards of contamination.
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The Government of Tehran has been pursuing a program of decentralization. To facilitate decentralization from Tehran, the plan envisages equipping a selected number of large cities to serve as regional centres that would increasingly perform the functions of the capital city. It is hoped that this plan will absorb the surplus population of Tehran. the main idea is to narrow the gap between rural and urban areas in terms of their access to social and commercial services.
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2015


Tokyo 29 mn


Mumbai 27 mn


Shanghai 23 mn


Beijing 19 mn





By 2015, Tokyo will be the only developed world country in the top ten largest cities of the world








